Meet Your 2019-20 LWVN Board of Directors

Presidents:
Barbara Gay holds a bachelor’s degree in French from Transylvania
University, Lexington, Kentucky. She began her Master of Social Work
degree at the University of Chicago, completing it at the University of
Toronto in 1977, and received certification in school psychology at
Tennessee State University in 1990.
Barbara has been a high school foreign language teacher, practiced social
work at St. Joseph's Hospital cancer ward in Hamilton, Ontario, and
worked with the Comprehensive Developmental Evaluation Center at Vanderbilt University. A
social worker with MNPS for 24 years, she also served as the department’s interim director. In
addition, she administered a $1.1 million U.S. Department of Education elementary school
counseling demonstration grant from 2000 to 2004.
Barbara has been a member of the LWVN since 1981. She served as director of the juvenile
justice portfolio and on the education committee before becoming second Vice President in 2008
and is also chair of the LWVTN State Action Committee. She likes to read, paint and draw,
swim, and ride horses.
Madeline Garr spent most of her professional life in the classroom
teaching and learning from students who came from around the
world to learn English as a Second Language. In addition to serving
on the LWVN Board as the Voter Editor, she has been active for
years in the community as an advocate for accessible and affordable
health care for all Tennesseans, a volunteer for the Nashville Public
Library, and as a support for TIRCC’s ESL classes for immigrants
and refugees. Since 2013, Madeline has also been involved in ACA
enrollment efforts in the Nashville area and in educating Tennesseans about their health care
options. Garr enjoys using her language skills and love of writing in service to LWVN. She is
married to Tony Garr and they have two adult daughters as well as a new granddaughter.
First Vice Presidents:
For 28 years, Ethel Detch worked with Tennessee’s Comptroller of the
Treasury, first as a legislative performance auditor, and later as the director
of Research and Education Accountability. She continues to work as a public
policy analyst. Detch joined LWVN in 2011 and has served as co-chair of
Voter Services and Membership.
Ethel holds a bachelor’s in political science from West Virginia University
and a master’s in public administration from the University of Tennessee.

She volunteers at the Bethlehem Center’s Greater Charlotte Avenue Hot Lunch Program and
sings in her church choir. She has been active in the Tennessee Chapter of the American Society
for Public Administration for 30 years. Detch lives in Franklin with her husband, Steve Rogers,
and has two grown children. She is a native of Lewisburg, West Virginia.
Carole Kenner has lived in Nashville for almost 50 years. She has
been active in the community politically and as a neighborhood
activist, as well as serving as a member of several non-profit boards
and community organizations. She is also an Elder at Second
Presbyterian Church. She retired from the faculty at Vanderbilt
five years ago. She strongly believes that the quality of life depends
upon the quality of folks we surround ourselves with, so she tends to
have friends who don't mind laughing out loud and who value
honesty, integrity, curiosity, compassion, and character. She
believes that a small group of people, working together, can bring about great changes. She is
inspired by the obstacles people can overcome and the tenacity they bring to the task. While
being too pragmatic to get passionate about much, she does get excited about watching her
grandchildren, seeing the first daffodil in the spring, eating orange popsicles, and having dog
licks on her toes.
Second Vice President:
Clare Sullivan recently retired from Vanderbilt University Medical Center where she worked as
a family nurse practitioner and community engaged research coordinator for 22 years. During
her tenure she also worked under contract for the Tennessee Department of Health and Nashville
Davidson County Health Department. Prior to attending nursing school, Clare worked on the
occupational health and safety staff of the United Paperworkers/PACE/United Steel Workers
Union, taught high school, and was an early advocate for school health in Tennessee. She
received a master’s degree in Health Policy and Management from Harvard School of Public
Health and a Master in Nursing Practice from Vanderbilt University School of Nursing. In
addition to her work with the League of Women Voters, she gardens, and volunteers with the
Tennessee Health Care Campaign and Ten Thousand Villages. She is the spouse of Mark
Brooks, and parent of Adria and Cade Brooks.
Secretary: To Be Filled at a Later Date.
Treasurer:
Susan Mattson recently retired from her career as a public policy analyst
with the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office and other state agencies. She has a
B.A. in Economics and Urban Studies from Rhodes College and a Master’s in
Public Administration from the University of Kentucky.
Susan joined the LWVN in 2016 and has coordinated the LWVN VOTE411
on-line Voter Guide the last two years. She also participated in the LWVTN
Action Committee in 2018.

She serves on the Metro Nashville 9-1-1 Board and participates in several volunteer activities
through her church. She is an avid tennis player and enjoys travelling, cooking, and reading.
She lives in Nashville with her husband Rick and has two grown children.
Communications Co Chairs:
Harriet Vaughan Wallace Harriet Wallace is an award-winning
multimedia journalist at Fox 17 News in Nashville. She is also co-host and
producer of Nashville In Focus. She is the first African American at Fox 17
News to host a talk show at the station.
Harriet is also the lead host and creator of the popular talk show Pumps &
Politics. The show and movement have been a pivotal voice in Nashville,
hosting courageous conversations about issues impacting families, women
and the African American community.
She has created the Pumps-In-Politics internship program for high school girls and college
women. Harriet has emerged as a sought-after voice in the Nashville political industry
When she’s not practicing journalism, she’s teaching it on the collegiate level or learning it as
she is pursuing a PhD in Public Administration with an emphasis in Public Policy.
Harriet and her husband Scott Wallace own Wallace Media Group and have helped put dozens of
kids through college as well as place athletes on semi-pro and professional football and
basketball teams.
Kieran Bailey started her political involvement at 16 knocking on doors
for Presidential candidates in her rural Upper Michigan town and it just
kind of spiraled from there. She is a graduate of MTSU with a degree in
Journalism/Public Relations, has worked in social media for over 10
years, and is currently the Digital Producer at RFD-TV. When she’s not
creating content for other people, she is occasionally blogging and
frequently taking pictures of her cat.

Community Connections Co-Chairs:
Sabina Mohyuddin is a Bangladeshi American Muslim born and raised in
Nashville, Tennessee. She graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1993
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. She is an active member of the
Muslim community participating in interfaith and youth programs. In
2010, Sabina helped launch the Sons and Daughters of Abraham
Project which brings together Muslim, Christian, and Jewish youth across
Middle Tennessee through interfaith dialogue and outreach programs.
Sabina has published a number of articles in The Tennessean and was an
outspoken critic of the 2011 anti-sharia bill in the Tennessee state

legislature. She is a founding board member and current Middle Tennessee Program Manager of
the American Muslim Advisory Council (AMAC), which fosters mutual trust and respect among
all people through civic engagement, community building and media relations in order to protect
all Tennesseans from prejudice and targeted violence. She serves as the chair of AMAC’s yearly
Empowering Women conference. Additionally, Sabina serves on the Community Nashville
board which combats bias, bigotry, and racism among youth and serves on the National
Organization of Workforce Diversity board which helps promote diversity in the workplace.
Tamanna Qureshi is a lawyer and qualitative research analyst and
provides legal, political, social, and economic research-oriented
consultation to a range of clients. She has practiced in areas of labor law,
commercial arbitration, securities exchange, mergers and acquisitions, IT,
general commercial law, insurance, banking, corporate law, consumer
protection, and intellectual property law.

Education Chair:
Lara Webb is excited to serve the LWVN in this capacity. She
is looking forward to reaching out to students and teachers to
build relationships that foster civic engagement in the next
generation. She moved to Nashville in 2000 to attend Belmont
University for her Master in Teaching. She taught for 8 years in
the classroom. Lara worked as adjunct faculty for both
Vanderbilt University and Belmont University supervising student teachers. She enjoyed this
work because it allowed her to travel all over Nashville to meet and work with teachers and
principals. She has taught masters level math and science methods courses for elementary
educators. Lara also presented social emotional education workshops and co- authored the book
Doing Science in Morning Meeting for the Center for Responsive Schools. She teaches classes
for gifted students through SAVY at Vanderbilt.
Lara is married and has 3 sons, two of which are school-aged attending Metro schools. She is
passionate about public education and has volunteered in various capacities at her children’s
schools. Lara sits on the Academically Talented Parent Advisory Board for MNPS. Her boys
keep her busy with their hijinks, but in her free time, she enjoys being outdoors, reading, or
going to Target.
Environment Chair:
Barbara Futter is originally from New York city and moved to Nashville in
1990 to work for the Metro Public Defender’s Office and Karl Dean. She is a
1989 graduate of the Washington College of Law at American University.
After working for Karl for 5 years, she took time off from law to be the
director of the Nashville Dismas House. In 2000 she became a managing
attorney at the Legal Aid Society, Murfreesboro office. In 2011 she went into

private practice. At present she is semi-retired but works as a volunteer for Stewart Clifton
Government Relations.
She served on the board of directors of the ACLU and Reconciliation Ministries. At present she
also sits on the board of Tennessee Environment Voters. At LWV, she participated in voter
registration and the LWV Of Tennessee State Action committee.
Fundraising Co-Chairs:
Cindee Schreiber Gold hails from Brunswick, Georgia. After graduating
from Newcomb-Tulane College in 1982, she worked for Sara Lee in
Chicago until 1989 when she moved to Nashville. She is married to Dr.
Michael Gold and is mom to Ilissa, age 28, and Benjamin, age 25.
Gold is past president of Reading is Fundamental, Book’em, Hillel at
Vanderbilt University, and the Temple Sisterhood. During her term as
president of the Temple Sisterhood, she also served on the executive
committee of the National Women of Reform Judaism. Gold’s hobbies
include reading, ballet, triathlon sprint, travel, and playing Words with Friends. She likes to raise
money and is very excited to be part of the LWVN Board.
Debby Gould has been an active member of LWVN since 2006 and also
served as board president for 6 years. She is currently vice-president for
LWVTN and chairs the state’s Advocacy Committee.
Previously, she served as executive director for the Nashville Public
Education Foundation as well as position at the Peabody Research Institute
at Vanderbilt University, PENCIL Foundation, and other non-profit
organizations. She currently serves on the Planning Committee for the TSU
Campus Democracy Project, the Public Policy Committee of United Ways of Tennessee, and the
Advisory Council for the Pre-K Expansion in Metro Public Schools.
She holds a BA from Vanderbilt University, a MA in sociology of education from the University
of Manitoba, and a master’s in public administration from Middle Tennessee State University.
Health Care Co-Chairs:
Constance Caldwell is a native of Durham, North Carolina. By professional training she is a
Registered Nurse, now retired from the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Tennessee Air
National Guard. She holds a Bachelor Degree in Nursing from North Carolina A&T State
University in Greensboro, NC, a Masters of Public Health Degree from the School of Public
Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Master of Science Degree in
Counseling from Tennessee State University.
She loves to travel, and that experience has acquainted her with the varied statuses of women in
different cultures, especially in the area of women's health. She currently serves as the

Coordinator of the Mission Ministry for her local church, Temple Baptist Church, here in
Nashville where they are involved in outreach ministries in Haiti and Belize, Central America.
She also serves as Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors for Samaritan Ministries, Inc. and was
nominated by her sorority chapter, Nashville Metropolitan Alumnae of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. as a candidate for the ATHENA Award in 2012.
Clare Sullivan recently retired from Vanderbilt University Medical Center where she worked as
a family nurse practitioner and community engaged research coordinator for 22 years. During
her tenure she also worked under contract for the Tennessee Department of Health and Nashville
Davidson County Health Department. Prior to attending nursing school, Clare worked on the
occupational health and safety staff of the United Paperworkers/PACE/United Steel Workers
Union, taught high school, and was an early advocate for school health in Tennessee. She
received a master’s degree in Health Policy and Management from Harvard School of Public
Health and a Master in Nursing Practice from Vanderbilt University School of Nursing. In
addition to her work with the League of Women Voters, she gardens, and volunteers with the
Tennessee Health Care Campaign and Ten Thousand Villages. She is the spouse of Mark
Brooks, and parent of Adria and Cade Brooks.
Metro Government Chair:
Winnie Forrester has a lifelong commitment to social justice issues
and the environment having been born into a family whose dinner table
conversations centered upon the importance of diversity, civil rights,
education, and service to the community. Ms. Forrester is a retired
Certified Financial Planner and a former Associate Vice-President with
Wells Fargo Advisors. She is currently President of the Haynes
Heights Neighborhood Association and a founding member of the
Haynes-Trinity Neighborhood Coalition. She has served on the State of
TN Advisory Council for the Education of Students with Disabilities. She lives in Nashville with
her two children.
Membership Co-Chairs:
Reba Holmes is particularly interested in helping people achieve their highest
potential and protecting them as they chart paths to success. A graduate of
David Lipscomb University, she is director of human performance at Comdata.
Holmes believes that the League is an important link to nonpartisan
information allowing individuals to make educated decisions about issues and
candidates. Her interest in voting issues began in high school, prompting her to
work as a volunteer on several local, state, and federal campaigns.
Holmes also takes customer service and quality issues seriously and has achieved the Black Belt
level in Six Sigma, a data-driven approach and methodology that statistically measures the
quality to perfection of a company product or service. This level of expertise allows her to serve
as a corporate leader giving voice to customers in order to meet profitability and growth

objectives aligned with corporate goals. She also is an advocate for children and works to help
them achieve higher self-esteem.
Tracy Smith, a native Tennessean, has been interested in social justice
movements since attending college in Memphis during the Sanitation
Workers Strike in the late 60s. She received a masters degrees in both
teaching and in library science and believes deeply in the importance
education and access to accurate information to our democracy. She
has taught in many different school environments in Atlanta and
Boston as well as in Nashville before serving as a librarian at Dupont
Elementary, Meigs Magnet, Harpeth Hall, and Hume-Fogg. After she
retired in 2011, she has served as a volunteer in many areas, including coordinating with schools
and libraries to expand community outreach services and tutoring at the Nashville Adult Literacy
Center.
Voter Service Co-Chairs:
Perry MacDonald returned to Nashville in April 2014 after a 30-year 'sabbatical' in the
Washington. D.C. area, where she earned a J.D. degree from Columbus School of Law and then
worked as an attorney for technology-based corporations. She holds B.A. and M.A.T. degrees
from Vanderbilt and worked as a public-school teacher, health educator, and administrator in
non-profit organizations both before and after the years of law practice.
A longstanding League member, Macdonald remembers many Saturday afternoons in the 1970s
registering voters outside the Baskin Robbins in Hillsboro Village. After moving to Alexandria,
Virginia, she joined the efforts of the local League to finally move voter registration out of City
Hall and into the community. Moving later to Reston, Virginia her commitment to assuring voter
registration and access continued.
Macdonald volunteers at Planned Parenthood, the Tennessee Prison for Women and the St.
Augustine's/Thistle Farms community. She is currently serving as President of the Arden Place
Board of Directors.
Kristen Hightower recently retired from serving for thirteen years in the
Federal Workforce in order to join her family in Nashville. As a Program
Analyst for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) at TSA Headquarters in
Washington D. C., Kristin provided program planning, execution,
evaluation, oversight and analysis of training programs and contracts to
DHS/TSA Senior Leadership. As a Program Analyst at Dallas-Fort
Worth International Airport (DFW), Kristin performed multiple diverse
complex tasks based on mission needs for the Federal Security Director
including oversight and development of the Management Control Objective Plan (MCOP), Real
Estate needs, and projections, and analysis of the Management Objectives Report (MOR).

Before joining the Federal Workforce, Kristin spent eighteen years as President and CEO of her
own retail company in Charlottesville, Va.
Kristin did undergraduate coursework at the University of Virginia, specializing in
Interdisciplinary Studies with an emphasis on creative and analytical thinking, decision-making,
and organizational behavior. She is a member of the Golden Key International Honor Society
through the University of Virginia.
Two of Kristin’s favorite quotes:
"Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its foundation rest the
cornerstones of freedom, democracy and sustainable human development." ~ Kofi Annan
“We do not have government by the majority. We have government by the majority who
participate.” ~ Thomas Jefferson
Nashville Voter Editor:
Madeline Garr spent most of her professional life in the classroom
teaching and learning from students who came from around the world to
learn English as a Second Language. In addition to serving on the LWVN
Board as the Voter Editor, she has been active for years in the community
as an advocate for accessible and affordable health care for all
Tennesseans, a volunteer for the Nashville Public Library, and as a support
for TIRCC’s ESL classes for immigrants and refugees. Since 2013,
Madeline has also been involved in ACA enrollment efforts in the Nashville area and in
educating Tennesseans about their health care options. Garr enjoys using her language skills and
love of writing in service to LWVN. She is married to Tony Garr and they have two adult
daughters as well as a new granddaughter.
Nominating Committee:
The LWVN nominating committee consists of three elected members.
Brenda Gilmore chairs the nominating committee. Gilmore, a former
Metro councilwoman from 1999 to 2006, is presently representative for
District 54 in the Tennessee General Assembly, where she has served
since 2006. Her career includes almost twenty years as director of
University Mail Services for Vanderbilt University.
A strong voice of advocacy in the community, Gilmore has served on a
number of boards in Middle Tennessee and received numerous awards.
Among those: the board of Vanderbilt’s Susan Gray School for Abused
and Special Needs Children at the John F. Kennedy Center and as board chair of the Margaret
Cunningham Women’s Center. She is currently a member of the boards of TSU Women’s Center
and Fifty Forward. In addition, she chairs the Davidson County Delegation, is vice president of
the Tennessee Black Caucus of State Legislators, and co-chairs the STEM Caucus.

A life member of the NAACP, Gilmore holds membership in the Music City Chapter of the
Links, Inc., Top Ladies of Distinction, the National Council of Negro Women, and is president
of both the National Hook Up of Black Women and the Minerva Foundation.
Betsy Walkup has long been involved in issues that impact children and
youth in Nashville. She is a former member and chair of the MNPS Board of
Education. She has also served on the board of directors and is current cochair of the Middle Tennessee Advisory Board for Youth Villages, a
nonprofit that works with children and youth who are in state custody. In
addition, she is a member of the board of trustees for the Community
Foundation of Middle Tennessee.
Betsy has a bachelor’s degree in English from Millsaps College and a
master’s in library science from Emory University. She and her husband, Knox, have two grown
daughters.
Diane DiIanni, an attorney who began practicing law in Boston over two
decades ago, focused her practice in the areas of complex civil litigation,
civil rights litigation, public sector law, and government relations.
Currently, she is an adjunct Professor of Law at Vanderbilt Law School.
DiIanni has been long active in professional ethics and judicial selection
issues, and in 2013, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights appointed her as
chair of its Tennessee State Advisory Committee. Since 2008, DiIanni has
served on LWV committees at the national, state, and local level, most recently as a member of
the LWVTN Action Committee. She earned her bachelor’s from the University of New
Hampshire cum laude, her master’s from the University of Virginia, and her juris doctorate cum
laude from New York University School of Law.
DiIanni also is a playwright and was selected into the Tennessee Repertory Theatre’s Ingram
New Works Lab and Festival during its inaugural season.

